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Spigoni. After him, Timseus, the Sicilian, treated of antiquities in his uni-
versal history, and placed ia a separate work the wars of the Romans with
Pyrrhus of Epirus. Besides these, Antigonus, Polybius, Silenus, and in-
numerable other authors have attempted this same subject, though in a
different manner; each of whom has written some things concerning the
Romans, which they have compiled from common reports without any dili-
gence or accuracy. Like to these in all respects are the histories, which
some Romans also have published in Greek, concerning the ancient transac-
tions of their own nation; of whom the most ancient are Quintus Fabius,

TREACHERY OF TABIEIA (SIXTH YEAR or BOMB)
(See p. 65)
and Lucius Cincius, who both flourished during the funic wars: each of these
has related the actions, at which he himself was present, with great exact-
ness, as being well acquainted with them, but has given a summary account
of those early events that happened soon after the building of the city."
It was to supply the deficiency thus noted, Dionysius alleged, that he
undertook Ms work, being determined, he says, "not to pass over that beauti-
ful part of the Roman history, which the ancient authors had disregarded.**
But " lest some one should entertain the opinion that in introducing matter
not found in the authors already mentioned, he resorted to invention," Dio-
nvsius t.hiTiVfl it well to explain now he came by the materials for Ms history.
He says:
" I came into Italy immediately after Augustus Caesar had put an end to
the civil war, in the middle of the hundred and eighty-seventh Olympiad;
and having from that time to this present, that is, twenty-two years, lived
at Rome, learned the Roman language and acquainted myself with their writ-
ings, I employed all that interval in preparing materials for this vork; and
borne things I received from men of the greatest consideration among them